In our Easter season and even more in the Pentecost season we will be thinking a lot about
discipleship. Discipleship is sort of a strange word, isn’t it? While you might think it is the condition
of BEING a student of or following Jesus, since disciple means “learner” or “student,” DISCIPLESHIP’S
connotation is somewhat broader. Jesus, himself, told us in his Great Commission that following
him (i.e. discipleship) included going out and MAKING disciples of the world! (Mt. 28:19). All in all,
discipleship is about our living God’s way in this world AND sharing that way with others.

It is not always easy to remember to do both parts of this definition, especially the “sharing with others”
part. In a silly moment once, as | was contemplating the word, it occurred to me that this is because
discipleship has nothing to do actually with being on a ship! Ha! There is no disciple-ship! In fact,
what we need to avoid is operating as if we were unto ourselves, as if we were on a ship... isolated... at
sea! We need to remember that we, the Church, as Dietrich Bonheoffer said in his book Letters and
Papers from Prison, “are only the Church when we exist for others.” He further said that the Church is

’”»

the true Church when “it is serving and acting to change the status quo ‘from below’.

Right! The Church is only the church when it exists for others. Now, one thing that I've learned since I've
been at Grace Presbyterian, as your Interim Pastor and now your Session Moderator and consultant,
is that this church in no way acts as if it is out to sea by itself. Grace Presbyterian knows it is called to
be a gospel people, called to make disciples not only within its faith community but outside its walls.
Through the GPC worship, ministries, programs, goals, budget... all of it... there is a quiet underlying
reminder to reach out to share and care for others and in so doing, make disciples... disciples who
will do the same. Even the sending song, sung each week, emphasizes it. “By the grace of God in
Christ Jesus, The Spirit is upon us, To magnify the name of the Lord, to make him disciples,
to meet the needs of the least of these. So go in peace, go in joy, go in the Spirit of the Lord.”
(Allen) | believe with all my heart that you are doing a good job of this, and | pray that you keep the
vision and energy to stay the course this season and forever. It’s discipleship. And it has much to do
with how we together experience

God’s joy. When we realize that we

are blessed to be a blessing, that

[ our life together is not about us only,

that the “church is only the church when

it exists for others,” we will experience
the joy that was known on that first
Pentecost morning when the Spirit
moved and the church was born so
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GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX 76504

[N PERSON & ONLINE WORSHIP:
9:30AM SUNDAY ScHoOL
10:30am CorrEE FELLOWSHIP
11 AM WORSHIP

CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.
Click the links above or visit us:
Facebook: @gpctemple ¢ Online: www.gpctemple.org

HAPPY
"HE IS NOT HERE,
FOR HE HAS RISEN"

MATTHEW 28:6

PLACE LABEL HERE

GPC STAFF

Chelsea Stern
Minister of Music
C.Stern ctemple.or,

Emily Gary
Pianist/Accompanist
E.Gar ctemple.or

Dr. Jonathan Gary
Organist
.Gar ctemple.or;

Josh Essary
Handbell Choir Director

|.Essary@gpctemple.org

Amy Graner
Office Administrator

Office@gpctemple.org

Katherine Krska
Financial Administrator

gpctnumbers@gmail.com

Jane Nance
Child Care Coordinator

janenance65@gmail.com

Adele Parker
Sexton

Grace Presbyterian Church
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX 76504

Phone: 254.773.2134

www.gpctemple.org

Current office hours:
Mon - Thursdays
8aMm - 4pm
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