The apostle Paul wrote | Thessalonians as a letter to his little church in Thessalonica which was trying to survive a
difficult time. It was meant to be read as they were together in worship. Notably, vss. 5:10-24, which | refer to you (please
look it up (&), were meant as a benedictory prayer,a farewell blessing.You probably recognize some of the words because
they have been used to make another beautiful benediction, one which | have frequently offered, now published in our
Book of Common Worship. It is a good thing, | think, that now, as | officially leave my position as Session Moderator, and
as you move from this time of transition to another time, under the leadership of a wonderful pastor, that we consider
what thoughts Paul may have had as he wrote the blessing.

Paul certainly was wanting to leave his congregation “encouraged” ...encouraged to stay the course... to continue with
the good work that they’d been doing, for it is through the work of the CHURCH, the PEOPLE, that the Kingdom will
grow. Paul knew this, and he wanted them to know it. He wanted them to know that THEY needed to work, and to do
so with uplifted spirits, rejoicing, for what they were doing was only being accomplished through the power of the risen
Christ among them. Yes, the little Thessalonican church was called and empowered by Christ’s Spirit to do Christ’s divine
work in the world.

And guess what! This is the same with Grace Presbyterian Church. YOU, too, have been called and empowered by the
presence of Christ’s Spirit in your midst. Be encouraged then! Be encouraged to continue your good work.

And oh, how good it’s been. Did you know that just in the last |7 months, 14 people have joined this church? Five
people have been baptized and || have been escorted from this life to the next. Many elders and deacons have been
ordained or installed. The number of people who have been touched by GPC’s mission is simply incalculable. GPC has
fed, clothed, cheered with cards, equipped with backpacks, snack bags,and emergency supplies people in need all around
the world. For old and young, through your generous donations, you bravely stood up to wrongs and instead stood for
justice. Two wonderful mission trips to help the poor and suffering have been accompﬁshed b (§PC outh and sponsors.
And how this church has taught and nourished all ages in the Word throuih Sunday School, Bible gtudy classes, Men’s
and Women’s groups and programs like VBS and Logos. Didn’t you love the Christmas pageant and Logos musicals?
The youth group is now healthy and running well, evidence of the recent wise decision to invest in gifted Directors of
Christian Education.What wonderful fellowship events have continued to nourish the life and soul of the congregation,
allowing people to laugh, cry, not to mention to EAT together. The Friends as Family program was reborn during this
transition time. Yay! The Church has never wavered in worshipping and praising God with song and wonderful music led
by gifted leaders and musicians. Pulpit supply ministers have been engaged to faithfully preach the Word and welcome all
people to Jesus and his church. Many thanks to the dedicated leadership of Rev. Dr. Bill Benner. And let’s not forget how
GPC weathered the storms.There have been some difficult “property” issues during this time (failed sewer line, boilers, the
fire, etc.) Yet through the brilliant and dedicated leadership of tﬁe I?inance and Property committees, all was repaired well
with minimal interruption.

Yes, GPC, you have been busy doing the work which brings the kingdom during the difficult time, and | encourage you
stay the course as you head into a new, even better time.What you do is God’s work, and the risen Christ is in your
midst. It is God who called you, set you apart, and our God will not leave you.

Another thing that motivated Paul to write the benedictory prayer is undoubtedly his love for his congregation and the
love he felt from them. That’s the secret you know. It’s love. It’s always love. That's the fuel that drives the Church and its
ministry... love, tangibly felt and returned... through shaky and stable times.This love is born in us when we realize that
we are loved first by a God who has come to be one WITH us and to be always and forever FOR us, and it is returned
when we recognize the gift and are then empowered and compelled to respond by loving one another.

Brothers and sisters of Grace Presbyterian, | thank you for loving me (and my family) and allowing us to love you during
this past | 2 yrs and the previous |1 '2yrs.| am very excited for your future with a great staff, a fabulous Session, and a
wonderful new pastor, Colton Hedrick.You are in good hands.

My prayer for you is taken from Paul’s words... Go out into the world in peace. Hold onto what is good. Return no one evil for
evil. Strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak, help the suffering. Honor all people. Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the

power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia, Amen! . .



The Session of
Grace Presbyterian Church
is pleased to announce the call of

Colton Hedrick

as our new pastor.
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REHEARSAL
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POTLUCK CHOIR
FELLOWSHIP DINNER

5:36 - 6:30 PM
PLEASE BRING A DISH TO SHARE!
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Help Us Keep Our
Records Updated!

If you have changed your name, address,
phone number, email address,
gotten married, divorced, or had any
other change that is different from

what we have in our records,
please call the church office at

254.773.2134.

6520 Brooks Drive
Temple, TX 76502
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Made a change lately?
@ Please let us know

by calling the church office.




First Sunday
of Each Month
(August 2)
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The “Men of Grace” j
meet the 3rd Saturday
of each month for
breakfast and a speaker
in the Fellowship Hall.
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If you would like an
announcement made, please
send all information to the
church office via email at

office@gpctemple.org

and Amy will include your
announcement in church
publications as needed.
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We would like to
streamline announcements
so that our announcement
time in worship is organized
and efficient.
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The liturgist of the day will be
the only person who will
make verbal announcements
from the pulpit moving
forward.
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' Anyone with a prayer request can contact

(G

% Jan Salzman

s jsalzman2@att.net {#
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Children’s
Veuth Bible Classes

Thank G

Reverend

Dr. William Benner

for your dedicated

You have faithfully - -
/m‘eacﬁed’ the Word

and welcomed all people

. to Jesus and our church. ==
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~ on our church and
@ in our hearts. ™
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SERVING THOSE EXPERIENCING AND FEET OF

PHYSICAL HUNGER . ““ag

(sandwiches & brown bag items)

12:00 PM
Serwe the Community

Share lunch and show
God’s love in action.
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w' THANK YOU FOR HELPING FEED AND CARE FOR OUR COMMUNITY.




giving statements will be
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\ Please help us ensure timely delivery ‘ ( ’

by verifying that the church has your oA
current email address. )
If your email address has changed, or if o W Beverly Chilton 8/1 JOhn Burrough 8/15 ’
you need to update your contact e Pat Church 8/3 Natasha Slaughter 8,/17 - ‘
information, please contact the church
office at your earliest convenience. A ¥ Naomi Ingrim 8/4 Joyce Eberts 8/19 .
Thank you for helping us keep our o q Rena Taylor 8/5 John Elwood 8/20 1
records up to date.
' Doty et /6 Millie Henn 8/21 .
Jennie Miller 8/12 John Wurster 8/23 r
o Katie Shull 8/12
Jeannie Milbery 8/25 .
q Tommy Enloe 8/13 v 8/27
Emily Gary 8/13 e At o
Kelly Garcia 8/14 Diana Mayes 8/27
. Lara Miller 8/15 Donna Bowling 8/30 /
Betsy Smith 8/15 s

Please see the insert in the
Sunday Worship Orders
throughout the month of August
to learn about exciting ways
to serve in our Christian
Education ministries.

e Sunday School Teachers
(Grades K—5)

)

“f There will be no meetings W
durlng the month of August *vgf ¥




GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX 76504

IN PERSON & ONLINE WORSHIP:
9:30AM SUNDAY ScHoOL
10:30am CorrEE FELLOWSHIP
11 AM WORSHIP

CHILDCARE AVAILABLE

PLACE LABEL HERE

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.
Click the links above or visit us:
Facebook: @gpctemple ¢ Online: www.gpctemple.org

Let’s lift up in prayer all of our L
students, teachers, staff, and e
administrators as they begin :

a new season of learning,
growth, and opportunity.
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May they be filled with ¢
courage, kindness, patience,
and joy. May their days be

blessed with wisdom,

strength, and peace.
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The Lord will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs
w in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame.

You will be like a well-watered garden. ISAIAH 58:11

GPC STAFF

Colton Hedrick, MDiv
Pastor, Head of Staff
PastorColton ctemple.or.

Chelsea Stern
Minister of Music
C.Stern ctemple.or,

Emily Gary
Pianist/Accompanist

E.Gary@gpctemple.org

Dr. Jonathan Gary
Organist
.Gar ctemple.or

Josh Essary
Handbell Choir Director

|.Essary@gpctemple.org

John Mark Gary
A/V Technician

IM.Gary@gpctemple.org

Natasha Slaughter
Dir. of Christian Education
N.Slaughter ctemple.or

Amy Graner
Office Administrator
Office ctemple.or,

Katherine Krska
Financial Administrator

Accounting@gpctemple.org

Jane Nance
Child Care Coordinator

].Nance@gpctemple.org

Adele Parker
Sexton

A.Parker(@gpctemple.org

Grace Presbyterian Church
Phone: 254.773.2134

Current office hours:
Monday - Thursday
8 aM - 4 pm




